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On Fanli of Ci collection in late Ming and early Qing:
Centered on the Four Treasuries Series

PENG Zhi
(School of Humanities, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abstract: In late Ming and early Qing dynasties, it was a trend that people wrote a Fanli in the front page of a book,
specially when a Ci collection or selection of Ci was to be published. It was no more than one hundred years before
Qing replaced Ming, which was, however a turning point in the one-thousand-year history of Ci. After the first half of
Ming Dynasty, Ci finally developed, and so did the Fanli of Ci collection both in quality and quantity. Looking over the
Four Treasure Series compiled in Qing Dynasty and later, and by taking 26 Fanli from them as the samples for study,
we discover a colorful world hidden behind the texts. In form and content, Fanli of Ci collection, casted its former role
as being brief and attached, exerted instead positive interaction with prefaces, contents and the body of the text. A
synchronic study of Fanli in collections in various genres such as collections of poetry, prose and Ci suggests
representations of compiling objectives, whether similar or not, while a diachronic study discloses the inheritance and
transcendence of Fanli of Ci collected poems, which finally developed into a necessary part of Ci collection. Such a
close study of some typical samples of Fani of Ci collections offers a multi-dimensional interpretation of poetics,
stylistics and historical value of Ci collections in Ming and Qing dynasties.

Key Words: Fanli in Ci collection; forming background; interactive; comprehensive contrast; close reading and
positioning; multi-dimensional research

[(4R4E: #A¢IE]



