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Research on “a head of marriage”
PENG Hui
(Chinese department, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001, China)

Abstract: “A head of marriage” (“—3k>%5”) yitou qinshi is an especial quantifying way in modern times. Its
appearance seems to come from the usage extension of the measure term “head”(“3k”). However, it actually derives
from the unique cultural connotation of the noun “marriage” (“>%5Zf”). In addition, it is a dialectal expression in the
South of China. However, coexisting and competing with another quantifying way “a door of marriage” (“—J35Z"),
which is another dialectal expression in the North of China, manifested the special Chinese marriage conception and the
adjustment of relevant measure terms, so it is at a disadvantageous position and gradually fade away.

Keywords: measure term; marriage; a head of marriage
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