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Translation studies as a discipline:
Knowledge construction or discourse strategy

PAN Linling, XU Lan
(School of Foreign Languages, Huaihai Institute of Technology, Lianyungang 222005, China)

Abstract: As a product of knowledge division, discipline designates “impermeable” boundaries with differentiation and
exclusiveness. Contemporary translation studies grows into a comprehensive multi-disciplinary research field after
sociological and cultural turn, which develops great “interaction” with other disciplines in de-disciplinary path. The
nature of discipline is power, in which case, the motivation of being a discipline rests more on discourse strategy for
academic power and survival. From the point of knowledge development, discipline is not the final goal of translation
studies, whose future focus should shift from “discipline” to “knowledge.” And in the long run, doing multi-disciplinary
research within discipline will be the rational choice for translation studies.

Key Words: discipline; translation studies; knowledge; discourse [4miE: H#A%4E]
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