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After-school-child care system in Japan and its inspiration
LI Zhi
(School of Foreign Studies, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China)

Abstract: Since the 1990s, under the severe context of the backdrop of the sharp decline of birth rate in Japan, the
Japanese government have included after-school-child care into the country's public welfare system. At the policy level,
the Japanese government continuously institutionalized and legislated for after-school-child care in the Child Welfare
Law. In the meanwhile, the Japanese government increased its spending, spurring a rapid growth of the after-
school-child care service in both scale and number. At the institutional level, the Japanese adopted an open-up policy by
encouraging entry and participation by NGOs, communities, social welfare organizations and many other non-
governmental organizations in operating the service and organizing various activities. At the practical level, the
Japanese government also attempted to integrate after-school-child care service with after-school education programs,
establishing a child education welfare service system on a daily basis in all communities. These measures played an
important role in guaranteeing the rights of survival and development on the part of the children, labor rights on the part
of the parents, and in supporting child care in each household.

Key Words: after-school-child care service; system; child; Japan
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