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Study on generals’ governance of the Northern Frontier in the Western
Han Dynasty: A case study of Bingzhou

YANG Li

(College of Marxism, Henan University of Technology, Zhengzhou 450001, China)

Abstract: In the Western Han Dynasty, the Northern Frontier which lies between the Central Plains and northern

frontier nomads, was often in the war state of daggers drawn and conflict raging. At that time, the duties of the local

officials were particularly special and important, which include not only dealing with civil affairs but also shouldering

the heavy responsibility of defending the frontier. Therefore, the officials were inclined to assign generals to govern

counties.

Key Words: Han Dynasty; the Northern Frontier; officials; generals
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