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On the cultural implications of E. L. Doctorow’s New York writing
YUAN Yuan
(Foreign Languages College, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai 201209, China)

Abstract: Most fictional works by the American postmodern writer Edgar Lawrence Doctorow are set in the New York
City and depict the life of ordinary New Yorkers. The present essay, by applying relative theories in Cultural
Geography, aims at exploring the ways and characteristics of Doctorow’s city writing and how the author draws a
cultural map of New York from his own perspective. It tends to disclose the reasons why Doctorow seems to have
different attitudes towards Manhattan, the Bronx and the Lower East Side. Research findings indicate that Doctorow
actually wants to combine being a Jew, an American and a New Yorker as a trinity in his own cultural identity. Besides,
what he concerns is not merely life of Jewish immigrants in New York, but rather how people of different cultural
backgrounds co-exist in this international metropolis. Thus, his works reveal the characteristics of “vernacular
cosmopolitanism” proposed by Homi Bhabha, and display a special urban aesthetics, which might make him distinct
from other postmodern writers in America.

Key Words: E. L. Doctorow; space; cosmopolitan; New York; Cultural Geography
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