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Experimental writing in the late Qing Dynasty and
the early Republic: The breakthrough and innovation of
Seven-character-ancient-verse by Yi Shun-ding

ZHENG Xue
(School of Chinese Studies, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: In the late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic, the famous poet Yi Shun-ding changed the traditional
external linguistic forms of poetry to the greatest extent and developed the Seven-character-ancient-verse. By refering to
Han Yu and Lu Tong, Yi Shun-ding transplanted the non-poetry characteristics of prose into poems, using long
sentences and creating new rhythm, which forms the aesthetic features of great fluency and eloquence. Such stylistic
innovation is accumulated with the small changes of literary style and linguistic forms. The innovative impetus comes
partly from poets’ collective choice of generation-alternating, and also from Yi Shun-ding’s poetic principles which
stress the composer’s individuality and unorthodox character. In the process, his teachers and friends Wang Kai-yun and
Chen San-li influenced him a lot.

Key Words: Yi Shun-ding; Seven-character-ancient-verse; Han Yu; Wang Kai-yun
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