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On technological rationality and modern technology risk
OU Tinggao, HE Faqin

(Graduate Institute of Philosophy, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China;
College of Marxism, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: The social theory has caused widespread concern in the research of risk, but has not received effective
exploration in the research of the deep technology risk. Technology risk, dominated by the technology rationality,
guides the development of the risk. The grasp of rationality over nature has changed from obeying the nature to
controlling the nature, which promotes not only the invention and creation of technology, but also the production and
development of technological rationality. The combination of reason and technology results in the control of danger, but
it also highlights the technological rationality, which leads to the production of technical risk. The rise and expansion of
technological rationality constantly builds technological risks and evolves into modern technological risks, making the
development of society into the pre-risk society, traditional technology risk society and modern technology risk society.
The risk of modern technology, as a complex structure and a huge system used to control the risk of technology, causes
failure of the traditional system of risk assessment and renders the technical rationality and risk management into a
dilemma. Therefore, there is an urgent need for human society to learn to coexist with risk, finding the breakthrough
point in the wisdom of risk governance of obeying the nature and harmony between man and nature.

Key Words: risk; danger; technological rationality; risk technology; modern technology risk
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