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Annual test system in Ming Dynasty and its social mobility function
GUO Wenan
(School of History, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: As a new form of official student assessment, the annual test system in Ming Dynasty which was established
in Tianshun ages and relied on the perfect operation mechanism, exerted important influence on the official student
groups and their social mobility. Like the imperial examinations, the annual also became an important part of the social
mobility mechanism in Ming Dynasty. Moreover, the breadth of official students’ social mobility influenced by annual
test was in a sense even greater than the imperial examination and became considerably universal. Meanwhile, annual
test could also function as a complement to the imperial examination, partially digesting the negative mentality of the
society brought by the extremely low acceptance rate of the imperial examinations, and adding some vitality to official
student class in the relatively consolidated social class structure.

Key Words: annual test; official students; social mobility; annual tribute; imperial examination; Ming Dynasty
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