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Multiple themes in the topographical writings:
A case study of Wuxi writings by Su Shi’s disciples

PENG Min
(School of Chinese Classics, Hunan University of Science and Engineering, Yongzhou 425000, China)

Abstract: Su Shi’s disciples including Zhang Lei, Qin Guan and Huang Tingjian once wrote one by one about Wuxi,
Yongzhou in Hunan, hence presenting jointly the multiple themes of Wuxi writing. Firstly, their writings expressed such
classical themes as loyalty, morality, cherishing the past and seclusion with the characteristics of distilling their
demotion into the writing. Among these writings, Huang Tingjian ushered a new voice of criticizing at history in his
After the Inscription on the CIiff, believing that Yuan Jie was ironical in the Ode to Tang s Revival. Thus, Huang evoked
heated debate among critics of later generations, which started a new theme in Wuxi writing. Besides, Su Shi’s disciples
did not write at the same time, but their writings were interrelated and expressed the same feeling between the teacher
and the disciples, which became a special internal theme of “friendship” among Su Shi’s disciples.

Key Words: Wuxi; stone inscription; Huang Tingjian; Qin Guan; Zhang lei
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