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Setting up words of the three groups in pre-Qin Dynasty
and its impact on article science

HU Dalei
(School of Literature, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin 541004, China)

Abstract: The emperor and sages are the earliest creators of words. Shangshu as a representative of collective words,
was legislated and reputed for establishing virtues. In pre-Qin Dynasty, schooling was done in the government
authorities' residents, and royal officials were mostly the creators of the words, including the witch, the wish, the
divination, the historian and so on, with regularity and standardization as its major characteristics. The divination words
were from certain books. The history books were written in the rule of The Spring and Autumn Analects by Confucius.
Scholar-officials were the third part of creators of words. The system of listening to policy resulted in that the
Scholar-officials’ needs in setting up words met the needs of the times. That is to say, their words, either in the forms of
poems, advising, counseling, or self-expression, are all closely related with the society. These three major groups who
set up words had their different characteristics and had far-reaching influence on ancient article science. The impact of
the words of the emperor led to the close relationship between articles and virtue building. The rules and standardization
of the creation of words influenced the standardization of article. The personal creation of words played a key role in
the article’s aim in pursuit of the reality.

Key Words: the emperor; royal officials; scholar-officials; setting up words
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