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From regulation to cooperation:
Reconsideration and reconstruction of water pollution control mode under
cooperative principle of environmental law

ZHANG Wensong
(School of Law, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: The property of water resources, that is, the commons, determines that our country must redeploy the power
and rights among the government, the market and the public in order to control water pollution. The internal
requirement of the principle of cooperation in environmental law shows that the cooperative governance has its value of
rule of law. Currrently, centralization, uni-directionality and the closure of water pollution control mode leads to the
alienation, lack of public participation and the weak of judicial protection. Therefore, it is necessary to regulate the
powers and rights of the governance subjects orderly, make governance goals clear, construct multiple cooperative
governance mechanism, realize environmental justice model and transform its functions, thus promoting the pattern of
water pollution government transforming to the social cooperation governance model which is the mainstream in
environment law.

Key Words: commons; cooperative principle of environmental law; water pollution; control mode; cooperative

governance
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