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A metaphysics attached with semantic and epistemic assumptions:
Kripke’s orientation of natural kind realism

ZHANG Cunjian

(School of Philosophy and Public Administration, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou 221116, China)

Abstract: In Naming and Necessity, Kripke interprets how the term of the natural kind refers, but he fails to explain

what. However, he suggests that both proper names and the terms of the natural kind are rigid designators, which dooms

him to accept a natural kind realism. Kripke supports such realism with his Kind Essentialism, which is not only based

on semantic analysis, but also supported with some metaphysical presuppositions. Kripke provides a metaphysical

interpretation of natural kinds which is attached with semantic and epistemic assumptions. His orientation of natural

kind realism could be seen at three levels: epistemology, metaphysics and semantics. To understand or respond to

Kripke’s orientation, it needs to consider what problems should be given priority to solve and how to solve them.

Key Words: Kripke; natural kinds; realism; essentialism; metaphysics; epistemology
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