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Relationship between the ultimate concern of
Lu Xun’s Wild Grass and Buddhist culture

REN Chuanyin
(School of Humanities, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abstract: The ultimate concern is essentially the significance of life, so was Chinese modern writer Lu Xun who lived
in the background of social transformation. Complicated relationship exists between Lu Xun and Buddhism; Buddhism
whose purpose is “beyond life and death” exerts a profound and lasting effect on Lu Xun’s the ultimate concern, which
can be most obviously illustrated in his Wild Grass. The life-death consciousness and ultimate perplexity in Wild Grass
can be closely related to Buddhism, but the “resistance against despair” and free will may be different from Buddhism.
At the same time, some schools of Buddhism such as the Prajna classics, Huayan Sect, Vijiianamatra and San-lun Shool
exert a collaborated and complicated effect on such ultimate concern and value orientation.

Key Words: Lu Xun; Buddhist culture; Wild Grass; the ultimate concern
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