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Subject reconstruction and aesthetic enlightenment:
Centering on discourse right of intellectuals in the 1980s

PEI Xuan
(College of Literature, Henan University, Kaifeng 475001, China)

Abstract: At a certain period and in a certain region, the intellectuals bear the function of cultural transmission and
cultural leadership, hence holding the discourse right and presenting the related or contradictory relations with political
ideology so that the elite and reflectivity of knowledge may be gradually highlighted in the system of “binary
opposition”. Since the new period of the 1980s, thoughts of human nature and humanitarianism have become core
discourses through literature, aesthetics and other fields, constituting the basic value orientation of “farewell to history.”
Intellectuals not only construct literary subjectivity and subjectivity practice theory, but also reshape its own cultural
authority and elite consciousness. Through strong literary political intervention, the construction of literary images of
intellectuals and youth body of academic interest and intellectuals have completed the transformation from the marginal
to the center, and relived discourse confidence with the air of “enlightenment.” From modern construction of
intellectual subjectivity to the aesthetic representation image reshape of the intellectuals in the 1980s, finally to the
establishment of the public discourse of intellectuals and aesthetic enlightenment, such a tradition will continue through
different forms from generation to generation, hence endowed with an historical value.

Key Words: the intellectuals; discourse right; publicity; aesthetic enlightenment; subjectivity
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