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On Hegel’s critique and transcendence of political economy
ZHUANG Zhongzheng
(School of Marxism, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: The relationship between Hegel and political economy has not been valued enough by theorists. Although
lacking systematic elaboration of political economy, Hegel realizes the metaphysical nature of political economy and
discovers the secret of commodity fetishism. Hegel not only realizes the objective aspect of commodity fetishism in the
relations of production which is alienated, but also exposes the real confrontation in civil society which is covered by
political economy. In order to overcome the real confrontation in the civil society and to break away from the
comprehensive dependence and physical social contact, we must go beyond the civil society and enter the moral
political country. However, Hegel achieves harmony only in politics rather than in economy, still falling into the
stereotype of “the rule of the abstract”, expressing the real human living conditions in terms of the abstract.

Key Words: Hegel; political economy; civil society; country
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