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International law and traditional security under
the theme of war and peace

ZHANG Cheng
(China Institute of Boundary and Ocean Studies, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: The theme of war and peace is the core proposition of human society and international law theory, while
traditional security is vital for the surviving interests of a sovereign state. There is a close relationship between
international law and traditional security under the perspective of historical development and evolvement. Currently
speaking, the contemporary development of international law, specifically at the level of relationship between war and
peace, can be speculated from the following two aspects. The first is that the semantics of peace and war have been
reinterpreted and restored to a certain degree. The second is that international law has been changed gradually from the
advocated concept of weak peace into enforcement of safeguarding peace mechanism. To achieve the correct
application of international law in theory and practice, it will provide a more perfect system and value guide for the
national traditional security in the era of globalization.

Key Words: war and peace; traditional security; international law; value guide; system perfection
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