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Civil wisdom and freedom: Two dimensions about modern transformation
of political communication of China

FU Wei
(School of Public Affairs, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: Freedom of speech has still been misread by all walks of life, and has been exerting negative influence on the
orderly construction and effective operation of political communication. This is closely related to a series of thoughts
and limitations of the times that happened to modern transformation of political communication before and after May
Fourth Movement. Intellectual tendency in Confucianism provided the possibility for political communication of China
to transform from tradition to creativity, but finally lost its direction under the invasive and pervasive attacks of western
intellectualism and liberalism. The modern intellectuals have successfully played the part as constructor of public
opinions, but failed to become the power to strike a balance between nation and people owing to the total negation of
institutional characteristics and cultural state.

Key Words: political communication; modern transformation; intellectualism; liberalism; May Fourth Movement;
intellectuals
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