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The concept of ideology and the change of
Chinese modern literature in the first half of twentieth century

LI Zijuan, MENG Zheng

(School of Marx, Beijing University of Science and Technology, Beijing 100083, China;
Hunan Social Sciences, Changsha 410003, China)

Abstract: “Ideology” (Ideologie), as one of the important concepts in Marx’s theory, was introduced into Chinese
context with the introduction of the historical materialism. During the first half of twentieth century, literature and the
spread of the concept of “ideology” in the context of Chinese underwent almost synchronous changes. At the very
beginning, literary theorists concluded that “literature is ideology”, but in essence, the literature here referred to the
“social consciousness form” (Bewuftseinformen). In the 1930s, the “Ideologie” was transliterated as “yi de wo luo ji,”
and literature then was referred to as an “Ideologie” (Ideologie), which was in fact the ideology of agitation and
advocacy of literature, and also people’s expectation of the function of literature in practice. In the 1940s, people were
more accustomed to the translation of “Ideologie” for “ideology,” believing that “literature is the practical character of
ideological works,” which not only endows literature with ideological practical character, but also discloses that
literature has the initiative and transcendental function beyond social reality. The complexity of the concept of
“ideology” in the process of spread and the emergence of the different expressions of the essence of literature have
exerted a profound influence on the development of Chinese modern literature.

Key Words: ideology; literature; change
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