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Research on the origin of “outline” of ci-poetry

DU Qingying

(School of Chinese Literature, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: The “outline” of ci-poetry originates from the borrowing of other arts’ critical category, which yet has been

misunderstood in the academia for a long time. “Outline” was originally a calligraphic concept which was conducted by

“8 principles of Yong”. The “outline” symbolizes the typical handwriting and was later adopted by drawing such as

“bamboo outline.” Instead of simple sketching, the “outline” of drawing emphasizes power and tip, embossing the trend

of drawing. The “outline” theory of Zhou Ji and Chen Xun of late Qing Dynasty has abundant calligraphic significance,

which actually means the turn and pause in poetry, while Kuang Zhouyi’ s “outline” theory is corresponding to its

“weight, simplicity and scale”. The intermixed usage of “outline” and “sketching” shows the changing of meaning in

today’s language environment.

Key Words: outline; sketching; ci-poetics; Zhou Ji; Kuang Zhouyi; Chen Xun
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