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Reflection and development of “Department Constitution”: Theoretical
analysis of Environmental Constitution and Cultural Constitution

CHEN Haisong

(Institute of Climate Change and Public Policy,
Nanjing University of Information Science & Technology, Nanjing 210044, China;
School of Law, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The “Department Constitution” is the representations of state involvement in all areas of society in the
constitution, of which Environmental Constitution and Culture Constitution are typical ones and have both become the
normative contents in the constitution of modern countries. But traditional constitutional theory focuses on the form of
constitutional norms to be summed up and analyzed yet ignores the substantial effect of the constitution clause. And the
predicament that the cultural constitution encounters in reality fully discloses the defect so that its study should be given
reflection and a high degree of vigilance. In order to make the environment constitution become a real “normative
constitution,” the two keys are as follows: the value consensus that it requires to build specifically normative system
and the normative connotation of environmental protection clause in the Constitution so that it can be the normative
basis to guide the construction of specific legal system. This normative path provides a useful reference for the future
development of the Cultural Constitution.

Key Words: Department Constitution; Environmental Constitution; Cultural Constitution; normative constitution
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