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Causal analysis of Thai coup in 2006
from perspective of the tension between authoritarianism and
democratism

LIU Lizhi
(School of International Studies, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: The latest Thai Coup was launched in 2006, when Thai Rak Thai Party maintained a high approval rating.
With respect to the causes of this coup, power struggles between Thai government and the army are obvious and direct
in effect and the fact that the fragile Thai constitution fails to reconcile contradictory political interests of all parties also
explains the radical political changes. Actually, the constant power struggles and constitutional fragility, if probed into
roots, both stem from long-term authoritarian tradition in Thailand. Thus, the causes of Thai Coup also illustrate and
further explicate the inherent contradictions between authoritarianism and democratism in worldwide post-developing
countries.

Key Words: Thai Coup; Constitution; Authoritarianism; Democratism
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