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Gettier problem, epistemic luck and possible worlds:
Response of Nozickian sensitivity theory to skepticism

DING Xiaojun
(School of Humanities and Social Science, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710049, China)

Abstract: In the exploration of the conditions for knowledge, people gradually recognize the role of
knowledge-destroying luck. In order to preclude the epistemic luck which is incompatible with knowledge, Robert
Nozick puts forward the sensitivity theory from the perspective of possible worlds, advocating that a true belief could
be seen as knowledge if and only if the cognitive agent’s belief statuses towards proposition p could track the truth
value of p. The sensitivity theory manages to deal with many Gettier-like counterexamples, greatly deepening and
enhancing our understanding and comprehension of the thesis of knowledge. Confronted with the challenges from
skepticism, the sensitivity theory on the one hand acknowledges that it can’t falsify the hypotheses of skepticism; on the
other hand it continues to explain why we could still retain almost all of our ordinary knowledge. However, in its
treatment of skepticism, the sensitivity theory controversially refutes the epistemic closure principle, which used to be
regarded as an evidently right principle. What’s more, according to philosophers such as Saul Kripke, it still remains a
problem whether the conditions of the sensitivity theory are individually necessary and jointly sufficient for a true belief
to constitute knowledge.

Key Words: the sensitivity theory; epistemic luck; Gettier problem; possible worlds; skepticism; epistemic closure
principle

(4R35 BKAA]



