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The Structure of Behavior and philosophical turn:
Initial context of Merleau Ponty’s subversion of traditional philosophy

LIU Lianjie
(College of Fine Arts Education, Guangxi Arts University, Nanning 530007, China)

Abstract: The Structure of Behavior is not only one of Merleau Ponty’s philosophical topics, but also initial context of
all of them. The problem consciousness derived from it has been the drive to push forward Merleau Ponty’s
philosophical thinking. The Structure of Behavior is already showing its direction of his new philosophy, because from
here, substantialism has taken the turn into the philosophy of meaning, epistemology into the embodied philosophy, and
scientific philosophy into aesthetics. These turns determine not only Merleau Ponty’s philosophical topics, but also the
way of his thinking.

Key Words: Merleau Ponty; The Structure of Behavior; the philosophy of meaning; the embodied philosophy;
aesthetics
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