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Interpretive communities as conceptual scheme:
A Davidsonian critique of Fish’s literary theory

ZHANG Qiao
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: Fish’s theory of Reader Reception attacks the text-centered ontology of New Criticism. Meanwhile, Fish puts
forward “interpretive communities” as support for his literary theory in order to avoid criticism at his subjectivism and
empiricism. However, Fish’s idea of interpretive communities is similar to Kuhn’s paradigm, belonging to “conceptual
scheme” as Davidson criticizes. According to Davidson’s argument, “conceptual scheme” is essentially conceptual
relativism, based on the presupposition of intranslationability and incommensurability which will inevitably lead to
logical incoherence. At last, Davidson’s theory provides more satisfactory literary hermeneutics strategy than Fish’s,
which is based on prior theory, current theory and triangulation relation on the linguistic individualism, hence providing
new resources for current literary theory.

Key Words: interpretive communities; conceptual scheme; Fish; Davidson; logical incoherence; new literary

hermeneutics
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