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From Formalism to iconology: A study of Panofsky’s perspective theory
LIN Chengwen
(Institute of Art, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: Panofsky’s perspective theory, influenced by Rigel’s Formalism and Cassirer’s sign philosophy, reflects both
implications of artistic style and “symbolic form,” hence representing characteristics of transition from Formalism to
iconology. As one of the most important works in the history of perspective study, Panofsky’s Perspective as Symbolic
Form is not only the turning point in the history of western art, but also provides certain inspiration for the study of
contemporary visual culture.

Key Words: Panofsky; perspective; Formalism; iconology; visual culture
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Application invocation and exaggeration avoidance pattern of
dedicatory preface in Ming Dynasty

LIU Yang
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Dedicatory preface, with specific purpose and complicated creation mentality, has been the most pupular
practical style since Tang Dynasty. To desalt utility and affectation in praise words of the preface, scholars in Ming
Dynasty adopted several ways to emphasize stylistic function, add historical experiences, highlight true feelings,
identify deficiencies and to transform to academic notes. The present essay attempts to analyze the writting type of

scholars in Ming Dynasty between responsibility and communicative function.

Key Words: gift preface; application function; avoid exaggeration



