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Some questions about “the Eight Armies in the back of T ai-hang
Mountains” in the Five Dynasties

LI Xiang
(Faculty of Liberal Arts & Communication, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China)

Abstract: “The Eight Armies in the back of T’ai-hang Mountains” were some important military forces in the Five
Dynasties. There are a lot of discrepancies in different historical sources, which inevitably leads to conceptual
confusions and unclear meanings. “The Eight Armies in the back of T’ai-hang Mountains,” designed by Liu Jen-Kung
who was the supreme executive for Yu-chou in the late Tang Dynasty, derived from eight military regimes which were
administrative regions for defense, and were named after “the eight defensive regimes” in the northeast of Yo-chou.
Moreover, the present essay concludes that “the Eight Armies in the back of T’ai-hang Mountains” in the Five
Dynasties and “the Eight Chou in the back of T’ai-hang Mountains” in the Sung Dynasty were different geographical
concepts.

Key Words: the Five Dynasties; the Eight Armies in the back of T’ai-hang Mountains; the Eight Chou in the back of
T’ai-hang Mountains
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