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Construction of new Confucian orthodoxy in Beyond Living
seen from Chinese traditional culture

YAN Xuanjun, YAO Yufei
(School of Literature and Journalism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: By referring to and absorbing the concepts of the Confucian orthodoxy and the literary orthodoxy in Chinese
traditional culture, Beyond Living has successfully constructed the new Confucian orthodoxy from within. In this value
system and spirit direction of new Confucian orthodoxy, the traditional thoughts of anti-utility and being contented with
poverty of a humble yet virtuous life matter a lot. The interaction of the two thoughts forms the basic value orientation
of the novel, which also attempts to respond to the spiritual anxiety of the contemporary intellectuals.

Key Words: new Confucian orthodoxy; Beyond Living; anti-utility; being contented with poverty of a humble yet

virtuous life
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