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The dimension of existentialism in Yan Zhen’s writings
YAN lJiexiong, FANG Jia
(School of Literature and Journalism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: By reflecting the general living status of intellectuals in China, Yan Zhen’s works have attracted extensive
attention. But, few have noticed the metaphysical philosophy inherent in them. In effect, there lie numerous affiliations
between Yan Zhen’s writings and existentialism, which can be ellaborated mainly in the following three dimensions:
presenting modern people’s hellish struggle for survival, revealing the absurdity of their lonely existence, and reflecting
on the existential philosophy of Being-towards-death. Based on the description of people’s original living situation, the
novelist goes deeper to manifest the connotations of existentialism by sketching individuals’ living circumstances and
the pursuit for their life value, hence uplifting his works from survival to existence.

Key Words: Yan Zhen’s writings; living circumstances; philosophy of Being; Being-towards-death
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