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50 J5 1811 19.80 477 13.20 284 14.50
FRE A 60 J5 2179 23.80 1089 30.00 566 28.90
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Link function: Negative Log-log. aZ A

* P<0.05, ** P<0.01, ***P<0.001.  FrABALAEK (Model  Fit)ff) P<0.001
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“Is gathering and looking on online power?”: Analysis of factors
influencing the sense of power through political participation

XIE Ying
(School of Public Administration, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou 510006, China)

Abstract: With the internet rising and raging, such slogans as “Gathering and looking on is power” have become
popular. But can the slogans be tested by scholarly research? How will socio-demographic variables influence the sense
of political participation? Based on the data analysis of CGSS2010, the present essay reveals that internet variables are
significantly related to the sense of power through political participation when other control variables are absent. But
after other variables are added gradually, the models show that such socio-demographic characteristics as gender,
educational level, party membership, work unit, rank of administrative office and so on, are the more significant and
important explanatory variables than sense of political participation. Some problems, including the causal mechanism
among variables, the “trust” difference between urban and rural areas, and dynamic change of political participation,
remain to be analyzed further.

Key Words: sense of power through political participation; internet variables; socio-demographic variables
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