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Policy turn and discourse reconstruction of
ethnic minority preference in China

ZHU Bibo
(School of History and Administration, Yunnan Normal University, Kunming 650500, China)

Abstract: China boasts of multi ethnic minorities with remarkable binary structure. In order to realize the balanced
development between the ethnic minorities and majority, our country implements ethnic minority preferential policies
with ethnic identity as the standard in allocating social resources inclinedly, which promotes their holistic development.
However, with the development of the age and evolution of the society, the spillover effect of ethnic minority
preferential policies began to highlight, arousing in academia heated and long-lasting controversy over its maintaining
or abolishing. In fact, there is still much room for such policies to survive and develop because there still lacks critical
change in the binary structure in our ethinicity. But, in view of the spillover effect of the ethnic minority preferential
policies, we should turn gradually from the ethnicity-oriented preferential policies to difference-oriented support
policies such as regionalism and difference discipline, and reconstruct the discourse system of national preference to
promote the awareness of Chinese ethnic community that all ethnic groups form national reciprocity.

Key Words: ethnic minority preference; national reciprocity; ethnic discourse; regionalism; difference principle
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