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Reflection on humanism in May 4th Movement
FANG Xuhong
(College of Humanities, Southeast University, Nanjing 211189, China)

Abstract: The cultural transformation in the period of May 4th movement, a humanist movement in the general sense,
is explicated and propagated by cultural radicalism and cultural conservatism in different dimensions. Cultural
radicalism advocates the special form of humanism: extreme humanitarianism, which leads humanism to the extreme of
“external humanism” and “secular humanism.” The latter criticizes such ills, inherits and develops the “spiritual
humanism,” but it turns to be ignored at that age of radicalism. To reconstruct reasonable humanism, we must pay
attention to dialectical unity of its different dimensions with “secular humanism” as the basis, “external humanism” as
the protection, and “spiritual humanism” as the destination. And the three of them coordinate with each other in
development, and form a dialectical unity.

Key Words: in the period of May 4th Movement; humanism; external humanism; secular humanism; spiritual

humanism
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