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The frozen democracy: bankruptcy of political morality
and the paradox of absolute freedom

WEN Quan
(School of Marxism, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: The French Revolution has been widely criticized by the later generations for its radical political ideas and
immature democratic practices. Especially in the system of western political, the terrorist autocracy Jacobinsism has
been repeatedly refuted. From the relationship between the national politics and the sovereignty of the people, Feher
considers that the state intervention policy born out of “the voucher system” and the false presupposition of “the
Republic of virtue” are the inherent causes for the revolution to turn from democracy to autocracy. They project the
abstract moral ideals to the specific political sphere, and further generalize it into all aspects of the society by means of
violence, which enforce a poor unity of morality, nation and democracy. When moral standard is embodied as a secular
revolutionary leader, political democracy is to be replaced by moral autocracy, which essentially results in that absolute
freedom at the philosophical level is applied to the real society. Therefore, the failure of the revolution is, in the final
analysis, a failure of the philosophical experiment. But the connotation of revolution reveals that revolution should not
break away from its historical range to go beyond reality in the speculative form, but reduce and lessen the historical
process of unnecessary pain by showing the laws of economic movement in modern society.

Key Words: Feher; the French Revolution; Jacobinsism; democracy; autocracy; virtue republic; absolute freedom
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