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Influence of Jingying Huiyuan’s Buddha-nature view
on his pure-land thought

LIN Xiao
(School of Philosophy & Religion, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Jingying Huiyuan is a representative of the Ground School in late Northern and Southern dynasties, and his
interpretations of Buddha nature can be regarded as the typical interpretation of tathagata-garbha thoughts. According to
our research on Amitayurdhyana Sutra and Essay on the Meaning of Mahayana, we find out that when he was
explaining pure-land thought, the language, modes of thinking and ways of argument he used are similar to, even the
same as those he used in the process of explaining Buddha nature. For example, Huiyuan used “the reason of buddha
nature” to explain “the difference of lands,” “four aspects of nature” to describe “four aspects of future life,” “two

”»

symptoms” to discuss “relationship between the clean and the dirty,” “no good aspects” to demonstrate
“Anantarika-karma.” This not only promotes the development of the Buddhist exegetics, but also endows pure-land
thought with more theoretical colour.

Key Words: Jingying Huiyuan; Buddha-nature; tathagata-garbha; pray to Buddha; pure land
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