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Mackie’s investigation into the two implications of good
ZHAO Jin
(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: In response to Moore’s belief that good cannot be defined, Mackie investigates the implications of good both
at the general level and the moral level. Mackie firstly approves that Moore distinguishes the nature of good and good
itself, but Mackie is against Moore’s claim in that good can not be defined in the context of morality, especially as an
important proposition. Mackie’s reason is that it does not help us resolve the problem in the actual moral circumstance
to define good which actually cannot be defined, and that if we think that good cannot be defined only by investigating
the general level of good, it will be unable to explain why it is the same in the context of moral circumstance. Therefore,
Mackie concludes that in a general description of good, the meaning of good has left a presumptive internal demand,
while in the analysis of the moral meaning of good, the meaning of good has left the possibility of evaluating good from
a self-centered praise.

Key Words: Mackie; good; the general meaning; the moral implication
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