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On the aesthetic function of porch images in the
poems of Tang Dynasty

SHI Runhong
(School of Literature, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract: Because of the architecture characteristics of porch, the porch images have rich connotation in the poems of
Tang Dynasty, such as boudoir repinings, loneliness and desolation, seclusion and leisure. Also because of this reason,
poets strolling along the porch are more sentimental and poetic. Porch images are often used together with verbs and
adjectives so that the beauty of those poems is more effective. Porch has a kind of function called “Jie jing (ff3%)”,
which means drawing on the scenery from a distance. This function, reflected more in the poems of Tang Dynasty,
shows the space consciousness of ancient Chinese, and issues an aesthetic effect called “Yi yu yu xiang(;Z 4 1-4%)”, that
is, evoking certain meaning through images.

Key Words: porch; poems of Tang Dynasty; image; implication; sesthetic; function
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