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A study of the US psychological strategic operations to
Japan in the early post-world war years

SHI Penghai

(School of Foreign Languages, Chang’an University, Xi’an 710064, China)

Abstract: After the 2nd World War, the US, from the consideration of its own benefit, occupied Japan independently. In
order to eliminate the fascist militarism and the potential threat to the US, the US reformed Japan in the political,
economic and military fields according to the western pattern. Because of the breakout of the Cold War and the Korean
War, the US, from the perspective of its global war strategy, adjusted its policy to Japan from reforming Japan to a
democratic country to building Japan as a stronghold to resist communism in eastern Asia. To implement this policy
target, the US applied “the Fourth Weapon”, the psychological warfare, and made a psychological strategy and detailed
psychological operation plan to implement this policy target. Through the implementation of this plan, the US
eliminated the pro-communism power in Japan and built a close strategic relationship with Japan, and made Japan a
stronghold to resist the so-called communist expansion and infiltration in East Asia. However, the US psychological
strategic operation is not omnipotent, it could not solve all the problems in Japan. On the contrary, the US psychological
strategic operation left serious effects, one of which is the rampantness and uncheckedness of the ultra-right power in
the Japanese society.

Key Words: the Cold War; the US; Japan; the psychological strategic operations; Sino-Japan strategic company
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