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International law conducted in ancient China: theory and practice
TANG Yan
(School of Law, Peking University, 100871 Beijing, China)

Abstract: Modern western international law, born in Europe, is a production of the Westphalian system and a reflection
of western legal tradition in the anarchic international community. Along with the expansion of European countries,
international law became the legal foundation of the globe. However, in the study of the history of Chinese international
law, we should adopt a different view on the concept and nature of international law. In ancient China, “Tianxia” (under
the Heaven) was the basic view of the world; “Li” constituted the norms among nations, which included Confucian
morality and the regulation of tribute system. The international law conducted in ancient China acted as the concrete
norm in history, and facilitated the peace and stability of the region. We can define it as the ancient international law in
China, which is rich legacy in Chinese history of international governance, providing reference for studying modern
international law in both theory and practice.

Key Words: ancient international law; Chinese international law; under the Heaven; Confucian morality; regulation of
tribute system
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