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On the foundation of rights and the characteristics of
intergenerational trust of environmental resources

YANG Qingwang, TAO Huaqgiang

(School of Law, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China;
Party School of Yizhang County Committee of the C.P.C., Chenzhou 424200, China)

Abstract: The foundation of rights of intergenerational trust of environmental resources is a dynamic evoluving process
towards “selective rights of living and developing patterns of later generations” in “risk society.” The contemporaries
shoulder obligations to preserve environmental resources for later generations, and new developing trends in trust
system provide theoretical as well as practical inevitability and probability for constructing legal mechanisms of
intergenerational trust of environmental resources. This new type of intergenerational trust of environmental resources
bear many features including charitable trust, declaration trust, altruistic trust, active trust, and irreversible trust. These
features help solve effectively three difficulties in the legal construction of the intergenerational trust of environmental
resources, namely, mutual reciprocity, the enlargement of the trusted property, and the uncertainty of the identity of the
next generation, hence resolving essentially the basic requirements for the construction of the system.

Key Words: environmental resources; intergenerational trust; the selective rights of living and developing patterns; the

characteristics of institution
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