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Study on legal issues of the trademark use and
infringement cognizance of 3D printing

SUN Yiwu
(School of Law, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract: If domestic 3D printers become popular, the individual can print 3D commodities and trademark logos. Thus,
such issues as trademark use and infringement cognizance in the traditional manufacturing and marketing process will
be faced with new shocks and challenges. In accordance with current trademark system, the printing of trademark with
3D printer is a kind of trademark use, and unauthorized use of trademarks constitutes trademark infringement.
Trademark exception rules only apply to a limited situation, but a number of discrete 3D printing behaviors cause
serious damage to the economic interests of rights holders; 3D printing can not be applied in the use of “fair use” or
“personal use”, which is regarded as a kind of trademark exception. The designers of the 3D data file whose use of the
trademark should constitute the use of “virtual trademark™ in business activities, need to obtain trademark licensing;
those unauthorized uses constitute trademark infringement. China should ensure effective protection of trademark in the
3D printing era, and promote the healthy development of 3D printing industry by establishing 3D printing control
systems, standardizing the measures of uploading 3D data file, and setting prudently the trademark exception rules.

Key Words: 3D printing; trademark use; trademark infringement; fair use; right exception
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