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L2 Feature Re-assembly Hypothesis revisited:
its architecture and prospect

MAO Tiaoyuan"?, DAI Manchun'

(1. National Research Center for Foreign Language Education, Beijing Foreign Studies University,
Beijing 100089, China;
2. College of Foreign Languages, Hunan University of Commerce, Changsha 410205, China)

Abstract: Feature Re-assembly Hypothesis is an efficient attempt to instantiate theoretical goals within the Principles
and Parameters framework in the current second language acquisition (SLA) research, causing quite a few debates in
SLA research field. It assumes that L2 learners acquire target languages by finding the corresponding features between
L1 and L2 via contrastive analysis, delinking L1 features and reassembling them into L2 lexical items according to the
requirements of L2, assisting with full access to UG inventory of features to supply the features nonexistent in L1 if
necessary, so as to accomplish subsequent syntactic acquisition. Yet, some assumptions are questioned by L2
researchers, including the issues of nonsupport of macro-parameter and Borer-Chomsky Conjecture (micro-parameter),
and no distinction between interpretable and uninterpretable features in feature recognition.

Key Words: parameter-setting; (un)interpretable features; Feature Re-assembly Hypothesis; feature assembly
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