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On Emperor Liang Wu abandoning Taoism to Buddhism
Three-religions Debate in the Tang Dynasty

LIU Linkui
(Institute of Guanlong Religious Culture, Baoji University of Arts and Science, Baoji 721013, China)

Abstract: It is a great mystery in the history of medieval culture that Emperor Liang Wu adandoned Taoism, which,
however, became a special concern in early Tang Dynasty. The article proposes that, rather than commenting on
whether the event was true or false, a better way of working out the mystery is to investigate its happenings and
functions in the religious and cultural context of Tang Dynasty. Judging from the existing literature, emperors and
ministers connected Liang Wu’s Buddhism worship with the national subjugation, which was taken advantage by
Taoists who propagated that Buddhism resulted in the subjugation. However, the event itself of Liang Wu’s abandoning
Taoism to Buddhism has not been paid any attention to by either Confucianists or Taoists. In early Tang Dynasty,
Buddhists responded in a different way to both Confucianist and Taoist criticisms, believing that the event itself was
undertaking the mission of attacking Taoism. But influenced by the practice that Confucianism and Taoism collaborated
in criticizing Buddhism, the event also functioned in glorifying Buddhism, suppressing Confucianism and diminishing
Taoism. The Buddhists’ narration of the event in Tang Dynasty highlighted the adversial relations among the three
religions at the time, and the event was a response from Taoists like Fuyi.

Key: three-religion relationships in the early Tang Dynasty; Emperor Liang Wu abandoning Taoism to Buddhism;
promote Buddhism [4m3E: BKAR]
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