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Classics’ intertextuality and literary imagination: Milton’s inheritance
and transcendence of Genesis of the Bible in Paradise Lost

LI Yanbo
(School of Foreign Languages, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Milton’s inheritance and transcendence of Genesis of the Bible in Paradise Lost is revealed in the classics’
intertextuality and his literary imagination respectively. In terms of classics’ intertextuality, Books 7, 9 and 10 in
Paradise Lost share the most evident and concentrated intertextual referentiality concerning plot, subject and theme to
Chapters 1-3 in Genesis, which is primarily realized by his audacious quoting directly or indirectly of the relevant texts
from Genesis. As far as literary imagination is concerned, Milton’s personified and specified depiction of the living
creatures created by God enriches the plots of God’s creation of the universe and mankind in Genesis. The meticulous
characterization of human ancestors’ inner activities before and after eating the Forbidden Fruit and the artistic
presentation of the Fall’s harm on Nature expands the subject of the Fall. And the poetic portrayal of human ancestors’
attitude to and understanding of God’s punishment deepens the theme of Sin and Punishment. Through classics’
intertextuality, Paradise Lost inherits the original religious connotations of the texts in the Bible, while through the
literary imagination, the epic is endowed with unique religious aesthetic implication. Both the Classics’ intertextuality
and the literary imagination make Paradise Lost an everlasting classic.

Key Words: John Milton; Paradise Lost; Genesis; classics; intertextual referentiality; literary imagination
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