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The action logic of the hierarchical organization and
the ethical dilemma

WANG Jianbin"?, ZHANG Lifen’

(1. School of Politics, Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing 401331, China;
2. School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China;
3. The Library, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: Administrative hierarchy is the main organizational form both at home and abroad, whose action logic
consists in the top-down control system, impersonality and specialization, and whose main goal is to maximize the
efficiency of the organization. However, the characteristics of such organization structure inevitably result in ethical
problems including the conflict of administrative responsibility, the plight of trust, the conflict between efficiency and
individual freedom, single dimension caused by specialization, and so on. Many scholars propose administration by
morality. But we think that the essence lies in realizing organization structure and idea reform. That is to say, we should
make the organization flat and networked, transform the idea of organization from control to love and cooperation, and
implement job rotation to change the employee’s single-dimension dilemma.

Key Words: hierarchical organization; ethic; cooperation; single-dimension; network organization
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