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Theoretical origin, essence and function of
Brandom’s normative pragmatics

WU Qingrong

(Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China;
School of Politics and Public Administration, Huaiyin Normal University, Huai’an 223300, China)

Abstract: In comparison with the other pragmatic theories, the evolution and the formation of Brandom’s normative
pragmatics is based on a completely different path. By inheriting and criticizing the philosophic thoughts of such
philosophers as Kant, Wittgenstein, Frege and Sellars, Brandom, from the standpoint of pragmatism, advocates that the
contents of concepts come from the usage of concepts and exist in their inferential articulation, namely conceptual
activities, and that conceptional activities possess normativity. Brandom indicates the pragmatic way to normativity by
criticizing two kinds of misconceptions of normativity, i.e. regulism and regularism. And in this way the normative
pragmatics can provide a foundamental role to the inferential semantics.

Key Words: Brandom; concept; normativity; pragmatics; regulism; regularism
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