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An analysis of Hume’s of The Standard of Taste
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(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Shanxi Normal University, Linfen 041004, China)

Abstract: In the eighteenth-century Britain, taste became a key concept in Aesthetics, by which it means the specific
function of aesthetic judgment, and the special ability of aesthetic judgment. Hume, likewise, built his aesthetics on
taste, and expounded in the new philosophic system the connotation of taste with rules of sentiment and imagination.
However, Hume was faced with the same problem as his contemporaries, that is, whether taste judgment is objective. In
the face of this problem, Hume composed an article Of the Standard of Taste, in which he insisted on emotion quality of
taste, without falling short of reason, and this caused him to translate taste judgment into reasoning cognition or fact
judgment, and finally to define the standard of taste as a series of qualities of reasoning cognition. Here, Hume ensured
the objectivity of taste, but departed from the essence of aesthetic judgment. Meanwhile, Hume merely concentrated on
the standard in the sense of the fact, but ignored that of value; as a result, he did not expound the original reasons for
differences in taste. However, his philosophy could supply some inspirations for making up these defects, that is,
rational cognition can determine the standard in the sense of the fact, and rules of sentiment can explain that of value.
Key Words: Hume; Of the Standard of Taste; taste; sentiment; rationality
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The impact of new rural cooperative medical system on
farmer’s decision of high-tech medical utilization:
Evidence from supplier-induced demand

ZHENG Xuhui', LIU Jin?, NING Manxiu'

(1. College of Economics and Management, Fuzhou University, Fuzhou 350108, China;
2. Institute of Finance and Economics, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Based on farmers’ field survey in Fujian province, this study, by applying Probit model from the perspective
of supplier-induced demand, examines the effects of the new rural cooperative medical system on farmers’ utilization
decisions of high-tech diagnosis medical services (such as CT and MRI). The findings show that, after the control of
some factors related to NRCMS’ reimbursement program, the density of beds or physicians could bring about the
behavior of supplier-induced demand of physician services and hence an significant increase in the probability of
medical high-technology services utilization, and that the NRCMS’ payment approach, such as global budgeting or case
payment, would cut down significantly the probability of high-tech medical services utilization to some extent. So, this
suggests that the key of the next step is to reasonably guide and control the utilization of medical high-tech services in
order to keep NRCMS’ sustainable development which is eventually beneficial to farmers.

Key Words: the new rural cooperative medical scheme; high-tech medical service; supplier-induced demand
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