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The methodology meaning and the reasonable application of
Karl Marx’s practical hermeneutics

WANG Haobin
(School of Marxism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Karl Marx’s Historical Materialism and Ideology Theory has established a kind of hermencutics
methodology principle that sets out to explain the notional formation from material practices. The principle has in fact
founded a new kind of practical hermeneutics, namely, an important revolution in the fields of hermeneutics. The
methodology meaning of Karl Marx’s practical hermeneutics is that it breaks through the partiality or limitation of the
unilateral or localization of “theories guiding practice”, “meaning to release in the first” and “hermeneutics circulation”,
and has created practice examination methodology according to “practice choosing theories”, theory born methodology
according to “meaning born” and experience choice methodology according to “ideology theory judgment”. To apply
Karl Marx’s practical hermeneutics reasonably, we need to handle dialectical relations of the recognition and
reformation of the world, theory and practice, logic and history, and we cannot eguate Karl Marx’s Historical
Materialism, practice philosophy and problem philosophy with Karl Marx’s practical hermeneutics.

Key Words: Karl Marx; practical hermeneutics; methodology; materialism; practical philosophy; problem philosophy
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