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The function of discourse marker “Yehao” and its formation
ZHANG Hengjun

(School of Literature, Henan Normal University, Xinxiang 453007, China)

Abstract: “Yehao” is a discourse marker with three functions: weak approval with concession, textual cohesion and
proposed dialogue. The simultaneous evolution of the two discourse modes (the pragmatics breakage of “VP yehao”
and the discourse formation of conversational reponse to “yehao”) prompts its formation as one discourse marker. And
the very important motivations for “yehao” developing into a discourse marker component are the independence of
situation statement, the postponing of evaluation, and the independence as well as weight factor increasing of
accessional evaluation. In Chinese there are two evolution routes for “yehao”. One is that “yehao” develops into a
modal particle with hypothesis and concession function. The other is that “yehao” develops into one independent
discourse marker.

Key Words: discourse marker; pragmatics; discourse formation; connecting function
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