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Writing on the alienated individuals of Mu Dan’s poetry
MA Chunguang
(School of Literature and Journalism Communication, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: Alienation of modern society on individuals is one of the important themes of Mu Dan’s poetry, on which Mu
Dan writes at three levels. First, he expresses poetically through the “oppressed and abused body,” namely, war and
alienation of modern social discipline system in the body experience and its resistance. Second, he speculates

99 ¢

profoundly through modern time images of “the twentieth century,” “eight hours” and so on, to highlight “alienation” of
survival in “modern time.” Third, he writes symbolically through “the bright neat hole” of the modern city to reveal the
“alienation” of survival in the modern urban space landscape. Mu Dan’s writing on the alienated modern individual life
is essentially a poetic inquiry into the modern existence in China, and an external manifestation of Mu Dan’s spiritual
exploration into the internal tragedy, thus at a deeper level emphasizing the inner survival plight of modernity in
Chinese context.

Key Words: Mu Dan; Alienation; Body; Survival Plight
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