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Mirror, masquerade and cultural negotiation:
self-identity of The Magic Toyshop

CHENG Yi
(School of Chinese Literature, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: The Magic Toyshop is a novel of Angela Carter’s early creations which focused on self-identity. Its heroine
Melanie considers mirror and masquerade as the strategies for identity construction, but her cognitive deviation of the
two strategies lead her to the plight of breakage and loss of identity. The essay, taking the perspective of cultural identity,
puts forward that both mirror and masquerade are built on the enormous cultural discourse system. Melanie’s identity is
not the product of transcendental subject. Fashioned instead by the cultural model composed of different symbols,
discourse system, symbol system and routine customs, Melanie’s self-identity is the product of the negotiation of
different cultures in interaction.

Key Words: The Magic Toyshop; self-identity; mirror; masquerade; cultual negotiation
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